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274 Hispania 

It is true that the book contains more material than a beginners' class 
majoring in Spanish in the first year of a high school course can well cover, 
especially as the last lessons contain a great deal of meat. Here again we 
plan to use those lessons to very great advantage by making them our basis for 
rapid advancement work in the second half of the year. 

As to the illustrations, if we were making a picture of the typical 
American negro, would we choose the type which we see in our big cities? 
Probably not. We should portray the real Southern mammy or the darkey of 
the cotton fields. The world has grown so small that urban population the 
world over models its dress after one plate. It is only in the provincial 
districts that differences of dress exist. I have not as yet enjoyed the rare 
privilege of a trip to Spain, but I fancy that as soon as I left the metropolis 
behind me I should see in rural communities just what I have seen in the 
illustrations of "Primeras Lecciones." If I needed any inspiration to arouse 
in me a longing to visit my castles in Spain the daily teaching of Miss 
Marcial's book since last September would have provided it in fullest measure. 

Medora L. Ray 
Washington Irving High School, 
New York 



NOTES AND NEWS 

The distinguished Spanish novelist, Vicente Blasco Ibafiez, arrived in 
New York on the 26th of October. He comes to the United States under 
the auspices of the Hispanic Society of America, and will lecture in various 
universities of our country. On November 3d he will lecture at Columbia 
University on the subject: "What the Progress of the World Owes to Spain." 
Under the auspices of the Pond Agency he will give also various lectures 
of a commercial character. 

The young Spanish essayist, Ramon Perez de Ayala, is also now in our 
country, lecturing in the colleges and universities under the auspices of the 
International Educational Institute created by the Carnegie Foundation. He 
lectures on literature and art, both in English and Spanish. 

The University of Salamanca is anxious to establish an exchange of 
pupils and teachers with the schools and colleges of the United States, in 
the same way as the Universidad Central and the Junta para Ampliacion de 
Estudios. Universities interested, in these exchanges should communicate 
with Professor Federico de Onis, Columbia University. 

The activities of the various local chapters of our Association interest us 
all, but it is not always possible to publish them in full. The editors of 
Hifpania have secured the valuable services of Miss Gracia L. Fernandez 
of Utrecht High School, New York, who will be from now on current 
historiographer of the local chapters, and the local secretaries are requested 
to send to her all data that may be of interest to Hispania readers. 

Third Annual Meeting in Washington, D. C, December 27. 



